
Women Who Have Paved the Way
Hillary Clinton may have set a lot of precedents in her career, but she was not the first 
woman to do everything. Typically, women who run for major office are heralded as the 
“first” to do so, but that isn’t necessarily the case; this signifies a “subtle message that a 
candidate is breaking a norm and a woman’s place is elsewhere” (Falk 2008).  Here is a 
list of the women who have run for president.

A leader of the women’s 
suffrage movement, Wood-
hull was the first woman to 
run for President in a major 
office. Historians argue the 

legitimacy of her candidacy 
because she was under the 

legal running of 35. The 
eventual winner was Ulysses 

S. Grant, the incumbent. 

 Lockwood made waves in her bid 
for presidency; she was the first 

woman to appear on any legitimate 
ballots. Though she represented a 

third party with no chance of wide-
spread support, she petitioned Con-

gress to have her votes recounted 
under the suspicion of voter fraud. 
The eventual presidents were Gro-
ver Cleveland (1884) and Benjamin 

Harrison (1888). 

1872 Victoria Claflin Woodhull (Equal Rights)

1884, 1888 Belva Lockwood (Equal Rights)

1964 Margaret Chase Smith (Republican)
In addition to running for Presi-

dent, Smith was also the first 
woman to serve in both houses of 

Congress. Despite losing every pri-
mary, she stayed in the race to end, 

saying “When people keep telling 
you, you can’t do a thing, you kind 

of like to try.”The eventual presi-
dent was the incumbent, Lyndon B. 

Johnson.

1972 Shirley Chisholm (Democratic)

Chisholm was the first African 
American woman to run for presi-

dent, the first Democratic woman to 
run and the first African American 

woman in Congress. Fighting for 
women and minorities, Chisholm 

claimed “The black man must step 
forward, but that doesn’t mean the 

black woman must step back. Even-
tual president: Richard Nixon.

1972 Patsy Takamoto Mink (Democratic)

A trailblazer for equal rights, 
the Title IX legislation for higher 

education was named in her honor 
(Patsy T. Mink Equal Opportunity 

in Education Act). She was the first 
woman of color, the first woman 
from Hawaii, and the first Asian 

American woman to be elected 
into Congress. Eventual president: 

Richard Nixon. 

1976 Ellen McCormack (Democratic)
Frequently portrayed using 
the “housewife” trope, she 
appeared on more ballots 
than any other women at 
that time (18 states). She 
also participated in a de-
bate with President Jimmy 
Carter. Eventual president: 
Jimmy Carter.

1988 Patricia Schroeder (Democratic)
The first congresswoman from 
Colorado, Shroeder was the also 
the first woman to serve on the 
House Armed Services Committee. 
Though she ran in the 1988 presi-
dential election, she withdrew in 
a notably emotional speech that 
caused her to receive hate mail 
years after the event. Eventual 
president: George H.W. Bush. 

2000 Elizabeth Dole (Republican)
Serving under both the Reagan and 
H.W. Bush administrations, Dole is 
probably the first candidate with signifi-
cant name recognition. Her husband, 
Bob Dole, was also a famous politician 
and 1996 presidential nominee. She 
pulled out of the race due to funding, 
but rumors say that she was on the short 
list for Bush’s running mate. Eventual 
president: George W. Bush.

2004 Carol Moseley Braun (Democratic)
Moseley Braun is the first and only 
female Senator from Illinois.  A strong 
advocate for LGBT rights, she is noted 
for being significantly more liberal that 
many of her fellow senators, advocating 
pro-choice and gun control. She an-
nounced her bid for presidency in 2004, 
but eventually dropped out and gave her 
support to Howard Dean. Eventual presi-
dent: George W. Bush, the incumbent.

2008 (and possibly 2016) 
Hillary Rodham Clinton (Democratic)
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